Community health information networks. Threat or opportunity in the doctor-patient relationship?
The last half of the 20th Century has been witness to numerous changes in the delivery and financing of health care services. These changes have impacted the one-to-one doctor-patient relationship that may have existed in the past to become a complex of relationships. The contemporary physician collaborates with many other professionals to assist in the delivery, financing, and monitoring of health care services. These clinicians and other professionals require access to patient information to deliver care and secure payment. The patient understands this. Yet the patient has concerns about the widening circle of persons authorized to access his or her information. These concerns have been amplified by the development of community health information networks--(CHINs). This article focuses on CHINs, both patient concerns and the role physicians can take in developing them.